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75th Anniversary of Prof. Doctor of Sciences Ivan Zagorchev – 
Corresponding Member of the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences,  
Editor-in-Chief of Geologica Balcanica (1990–2008) 

Ivan Zagorchev was born on October 15, 1937 in Sofia. 
In 1960 he graduated as MSc in “Geology and Economic 
Geology” at the University of Mining and Geology, 
Sofia. In 1968 he received a PhD diploma, and in 1987 
became Doctor of Sciences in the Geological Institute 
of BAS. In 1972–1973 he was a post-doc fellow in the 
Imperial College, London, at J. Ramsey’s Laboratory of 
structural geology.

The early carrier of I. Zagorchev started as a mapping 
geologist and Head of mapping group at the Committee 
of Geology (1960-1969). Since 1969 he devoted himself 
to scientific research in the Geological Institute of BAS, 
as a Research Associate in 1969, Assistant Professor 
in 1987, and Professor in 1992. In 2004 he became a 
Corresponding Member of BAS. In the period 1992–2000 
he was a Secretary Scientific and Depute Director of the 
Geological Institute, and also a Head of the Department 
of Geotectonics and Structural Geology from 2004 until 
his retirement in 2010.

I. Zagorchev is qualified in the fields of the regional 
geology, geotectonics and structural geology. His publi-
cations are in these fields but also in the stratigraphy of 
Precambrian, Mesozoic and Neozoic, petrology and geo-
chronology of metamorphic and magmatic complexes. 
He was leader of several projects of the National Research 
Fund of Bulgaria, and a Bulgarian co-leader of bilateral 
projects with Serbia, Austria, Greece, and Romania. I. 
Zagorchev participated in the mapping projects Tectonic 
maps of Bulgaria in scale 1:500 000, Paleogeodynamic 
map of Bulgaria, International Atlas of the Peri-Tethys, 
International Geothermal Atlas, and Transmed Atlas. 
In 2009 the second volume of the monograph Geology 
of Bulgaria was published. I. Zagorchev is editor and a 
main contributor in the chapter Triassic Geology.

In 1974–1975 he was a lecturer in Structural geol-
ogy in the Sofia University and University of Mining and 
Geology. I. Zagorchev supervised 3 Master students and 
one PhD student.  

He was a permanent and active member of the In-
ternational Association of Structural Geologists since its 
foundation in 1991 till 2000 when it ceased to exist. He is a 
member of the Union of Scientists in Bulgaria since 1965, 
of the Bulgarian Geological Society since 1960, mem-
ber and president of the IGCP, International Geological 
Correlation Program (1988–1992), coordinator of SE 
Europe (1995–1997) and member of ProGEO since 1995, 
a Fellow of the American Geophysical Society (since 

2007) and a Honorary Fellow of the Serbian Geological 
Society since 2001.

As an expert, I. Zagorchev was and still is a member of 
large number of scientific councils, expert commissions 
and editorial boards. He was a member of the Editorial 
Council and Editorial Board of the Geological map of 
Bulgaria on scale 1:100 000 (1982–1995); member of 
the Expert Council of regional geology at the Committee 
of Geology; member of the Scientific Council of the 
Geological Institute, BAS (1992-recent); member of the 
Expert Council of publishing activity at the Executive 
Council of BAS (1994-2000); member and secretary 
scientific of Geological–Geographical Commission at 
the Higher Attestation Commission (1998–2000); vice-
president (1995-2008) and president (2009-recent) of the 
National Committee of Geology; president of the Program 
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Committee of the IYPE in Bulgaria (2006–2009); mem-
ber of the Academic Educational Council of BAS (since 
2010); member of the Advisory Scientific Board on cli-
matic change, natural risks and natural resources at the 
Executive Council of BAS.

I. Zagorchev is a member of the Editorial Boards of 
the journals Geologica Macedonica, Skopie (since 1998), 
and Geoloshki Anali Balkanskog Poluostrova, Belgrade 
(since 2002); member of the Scientific Advisory Board 
of the Central European Journal of Geology. But above 
all it, the editorial work of I. Zagorchev was devoted dur-
ing 34 fruitful years to our journal Geologica Balcanica, 
in 1974-1990 as a member of the Editorial board, and in 
1990-2008 as Editor-in Chief.

The main scientific achievements of I. Zagorchev 
are in the fields of regional geology and geotectonics of 
Bulgaria and Balkan Peninsula in the light of modern 
geotectonic theories. His theoretical contributions in-
clude the improvement of J. Ramsey’s fold classification 
by introduction of new fold classes, quantitative studies 
of the deformation of Permian and Triassic red-colored 
formations and the proposal of the term “tectonometa-

morphic amalgamation” in 2003 to designate a process 
of tectonometamorphic recycling when rocks and forma-
tions of different ages and compositions are tectonically 
mixed and metamorphically homogenized in a manner 
that a new complex is formed.

He is the first researcher in Bulgaria who studied the 
complex interferential fold structure of the metamorphic 
rocks by methods of the structural geology; he intro-
duced and described numerous tectonic unites and fold, 
fault and block structures that are widely accepted and 
quoted by all investigators. He created a hypothesis of 
the neotectonic evolution of SW Bulgaria and Balkan 
Peninsula, studied in details the structural relationships 
between the high metamorphic Precambrian basement 
and the green-schist diabase-philitoid formations in SW 
Bulgaria and Eastern Macedonia and published an al-
ternative hypothesis about the Late Proterozoic–Early 
Paleozioc structure of Bulgarian territory. As a Bulgarian 
co-leader of the multilateral Bulgarian–Austrian and 
Bulgarian–Italian–Switzerland paleomagnetic studies 
of Triassic rocks proved the belonging of Western Fore-
Balkan and Moesian Platform to Eurasia in Triassic time, 
and constructed the first palinspastic model of the Post-
Paleogene history of the Struma lineament.

In the field of stratigraphy, I. Zagorchev himself 
or in collaboration with paleontologists and stratigra-
phers introduced many formal lithostratigraphic units 
of Precambrian, Early Paleozoic, Permian, Triassic, 
Jurassic, Late Cretaceous and Paleogene ages; created 
a hypothesis on the Triassic palaeogeodynamics of the 
eastern parts of Balkan Peninsula, and the evolution of 
the Peri-Aegean alluvial-lacustrine systems.

He also contributed to petrology and geochronology: 
he revealed the poly-deformational and poly-metamor-
phic character of the high-metamorphic rocks in SW 
Bulgaria and the Sredna Gora Mountains, and the mul-
tiphase character of the Variscan granitoid magmatic ac-
tivity there; established the age of a number of metamor-
phic and magmatic events in South Bulgaria using the 
Rb/Sr method for the first time on Bulgarian materials. 
These data are widely accepted and cited by the scholars 
of metamorphic and igneous rocks in Bulgaria and the 
Balkan countries.  

I. Zagorchev took part in the geological mapping 
in scale 1:100 000 in SW Bulgaria as editor and au-
thor of 8 map sheets, and in the geological mapping of 
Mauritania in scale 1:200 000, as well as in prepara-
tion of the Bulgarian part of the Tectonic Map in scale 
1:500 000 for the CBGA. In collaboration with col-
leagues from Greece, Macedonia, Romania and Serbia 
he summarized the main features of the geology of the 
Balkan Peninsula in international monographs, atlases 
and other cooperative publications.

He was the first to outline the general features of geo-
logical heritage in Bulgaria and emphasized on sites of 
special scientific interest as complex natural and cultural 
heritage objects.

In the last decade, I. Zagorchev deals actively with 
ethics of scientific research and geo-ethics, as well as 
with the organization, aims and international perspective 
of the Earth Sciences. He is the one who systematized 
first in Bulgaria the problems regarding responsibility of 
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the author, co-authors, reviewers, editors and readers of 
scientific and popular publications in the field of natural 
sciences. He emphasized on the existence of objective 
factors favoring the scientific deception in geological 
sciences, and the ways to overcome the problem; also 
points out negative aspects of the dominant tectonic hy-
potheses that along with their stimulating role in science, 
encourage unscrupulous researchers to forswear the sci-
entific ethics with all negative consequences for the sci-
ence. He proposed the adoption of Code of the Bulgarian 
Geologist, and examines the ethical problems associated 
with the application of the new Law of development of 
the academic staff in Bulgaria. I. Zagorchev systematizes 
trends in the development of Earth sciences in the new 
century, as well as the role and tasks of the Bulgarian 
science in its Balkan and European context.

I. Zagorchev is an author and co-author of more than 200 
scientific publications in recognized journals, in eight 
international monographic works and atlases, and excur-
sion guide-books; 24 geological maps and explanatory 

notes to them; 60 abstracts in proceedings of interna-
tional and national scientific conferences, 8 works in the 
field of ethics in science, methods and history of science, 
as well as 34 popular papers. Citations of his scientific 
achievements exceed one thousand.

Researcher at heart, endowed with exceptional curiosity 
and intelligence, honest, hardworking and highly effec-
tive, Ivan Zagorchev contributes so much to the progress 
of geology that earned the respect of the geological com-
munity of Bulgaria and the entire Balkans and Eastern 
Europe. His interests beyond geology are far wider that 
include history, art, archeology, philosophy, foreign lan-
guages. He speaks English, German, Russian, French, 
and Slavic languages. He is one of us, indeed, but is 
remarkable. 

Happy anniversary, dear Prof. Zagorchev! 
Remaining proud to be your colleagues, we wish you to 
keep the flame and the everlasting desire to understand 
how the world works.

Editors of Geologica Balcanica


