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The time is over when new geological natural mon
uments were identified occasionally, and descrip
tion and investigation of inanimate nature objects 
were accessory occupation of individuals who were 
anxious about their protection. The activities to 
register the geological heritage of Belarus are car
ried at the State level. The Institute of Geological 
Sciences of the National Academy of Sciences of 
Belarus has pioneered this work, the Ministry of 
Natural Resources and Environmental Protection 
of the Republic of Belarus acts as a customer, and 
an executor is selected on the basis of competition. 
The Institute of Geological Sciences is recently 
engaged in selection of natural geological monu
ments to be conserved. 

The work of the nature protection service is now 
based on the territorial principle. The Ministry for 
Natural Resources and Environmental Protection 
ranks first among institutions involved in protec
tion of geological objects. The Ministry deals with 
problems of registration, approval and immediate 
conservation of natural objects and has its repre
sentatives in all administrative regions of the coun
try. Inspections for natural resources and environ
ment protection have been created in every district 
and are engaged in environmental control. Re
gions of research are selected in collaboration with 
a customer in order to cover successively all the 
territory of the country, as well as to provide more 
or less even distribution of natural monuments 
over the studied territory. The research is carried 
out by stages. As many as six regions their area 
ranging from 10 to 15 thousand square kilometers 
are investigated every year. 

The research task is to reveal, to document, to 
study and to carry out a comparative analysis, to 
justify objects suggested for conservation. The 
works are preceded by thorough studies of funds, 
historical and other literature and topographic 
data available of studied territories that are aimed 
at revealing peculiar and unique features in the 
structure of the Earth's interior, relief, as well as 
outstanding natural formations. The analysis of 
evidences available permits us to identify objects 
that may be considered reference ones in stratigra
phy, palaentology, lithology, geochemistry, tecton
ics, geomorphology, and palaeogeography, as well 
as in history and ethnography. The works result in 
compiling a preliminary list of research objects, 
which may be further revised after field investiga
tions will be carried out to justify scientific values 
of selected objects. Some criteria are followed 
when selecting the protection objects: 

1. The object importance in solving major prob
lems of the nature protection and efficient man
agement in the whole country and in some local 
sites. 

2. Scientific, economic, aesthetic and cultural 
importance of object. 

3. Rarity of object considering the probability of 
its complete disappearance. The rarest (unique) 
features must be protected no matter they are ex
posed to danger or not. Standard natural objects 
are to be protected in sites where they are under 
the threat of destruction (in the vicinity of large 
cities, building zones, mining areas etc.). 

4. Reference value of the object. The protection 
of e.g. the best preserved and most typical sites of 

167 



all major zonal and regional glacial landforms and 
their complexes is required. Disturbed territories 
should be protected too in order to represent more 
carefully the geological structure of some sites and 
landforms. 

5. Feasibility of the feature protection based 
upon the national economy development. 

6. The objects suggested for protection should 
be of multipurpose significance. E. g., they may in
clude typical landscape, geological, geomorpho
logical, hydrogeological nature sanctuaries, rare 
and valuable plant species, rare and typical vegeta
tion, historical and cultural monuments, etc. 

The important problem is solved at the stage 
when geological significance of tentatively selected 
objects is confirmed. The following measures are 
carried out for this purpose: 

- The present state of the territory is analyzed 
(absence of quarries, pits and other engineering 
works); 

- Geological and geomorphological features of 
the relief are studied; 

- Deposits and paleontological remains found in 
natural outcrops are investigated; 

-The influence of recent natural processes upon 
territories and sites is assessed; 

- Natural limits of geological objects and possi
bilities for their further conservation are deter
mined; 

- Petrographical composition of glacial forma
tions (boulders, conglomerates, etc.) is studied and 
their physical and other parameters are deter
mined; 

- An object is documented: topographic infor
mation is refined, pictures are taken, characteristic 
samples are collected, strike azimuth of the long 
axis is obtained, and the objects and background 
radiation is measured. 
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Population of the locality is interrogated for the 
historical and ethnographic information about the 
object and some other interesting peculiarities. 

Research performed serves not only for con
firming the value of selected sites and objects, but 
also for revealing new reference and standard nat
ural formations. New important stratigraphic se
quences have been thus discovered in the east, west 
and northwest of Belarus. 

Data collected and criteria elaborated for object 
selection are used to prepare scientific justification 
of a new status of an object, schemes (Scale 
l :25000) and passports are prepared for every geo
logical object showing more than 50 properties. A 
regional scheme of location of the proposed geo
logical objects is being developed (Scale l :200000). 
After the documents prepared at the Institute were 
carefully studied, limits of territories considered 
were revised, and a safeguard note was obtained 
from landholders. Local authorities make up deci
sion about the status of the natural objects suggest
ed for protection. 

Decisions made up by local authorities are tak
en into account when the Ministry of Natural Re
sources and Environmental Protection approves 
the status of suggested objects as natural monu
ments. The Ministry prepares papers sent to the 
Council of Ministers of the Republic of Belarus, 
which passes a special resolution enacting the an
nouncement of new natural zakazniks (protected 
areas with some unique nature elements without 
administrative authorities - Category IV in IUCN 
classification). After all the above is done, safe
guard boards are installed nearly new zakazniks 
and natural monuments. Land users are advised of 
farming activities allowed within the limits of con
sidered objects. 


