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Varia 

Stefan Boncev and Ekim Boncev - founders of Geologica Balcanica 

Stefan Boncev (30.01.1870- 21.02.1947)
the Founder and Teacher 

The current year has been marked for the Bulgarian geo
·caJ community by several anniversaries. Besides the 

anniversai)· of e Geologicallnsriwte of the BuJgar-
A · G~ .llclauUa v.isbes to 

~q~tes of · 1 scient$s: the 
Bu1garia.n geotectonic 

aim Boneev who 
for than forty years, and 

•~11:1 · I 5 as his second Chief Editor. 
of c:eoues of the Bulgarian national 

Te\~'a.l Gabron> before the liberation of Bulgaria, Stefan 
Boneev completed his education in the famous Aprilov 
High School in Gabrovo, and continued his studies in 
Switzerland and France graduating geology in Geneva. 
He specializied geotectonics in 1893 in Zurich, and 

orked in the domains of palaeontology and petrography 
m 1894 - 1896 in Munich where he obtained his degree. 
For more than twenty years of his life he had worked as 
school teacher, and retired after the World War I. During 
this long period of nearly 30 years, Stefan Boneev exhibit
ed an enormous energy and devotion to his beloved sci
ence. He succeeded to perform his research activities en
tirely on his own expence, and made valuable contribu
tions to the geology of the Palaeogene in the Haskovo 
District, the Silurian in the lskur Gorge, and the first 
comprehensive tectonic study on the "Principal lines of 
the geological structure of Western Stara-planina Moun
tains". 

A new period of his life began in 1923 when he was 
elected professor and head of the Chair of Geology and 
Palaeontology at the University of Sofia. During his pro
fessorship, Stefan Boncev established and carried out a 
vast programme for the improvement of the geological 
education in Bulgaria, and for widening the front of the 
geological studies in this country. He attracted an impres
sive number of young geologists as post-graduate students 
who defended their theses in different domains of the re
gional geology and geotectonics. His own research was 
oriented towards key problems of the regional geology of 
Bulgaria and the Balkan Peninsula as well as the prepara
tion of geological maps on different scale: from the 
I :126000 map of parts of West Stara-planina Mountains 
(including the Tsaribrod area, now in Yugoslavia) to the 
geological map of Bulgaria on the scale 1:800000. Stefan 
Boncev studied also geological problems with application 

Ekim Boncev (16.04.1907- 16.01.1992)
the Leader 

Ekim Boneev followed the trace of his father and teacher 
for more than sixty years. After graduating Natural Histo
ry at the University of Sofia, and working even as student 
on some interesting problems of palaeontology and 
stratigraphy of Bulgaria, he became in 1933 assistant at 
the Chair of Geology of the University, and began a bril
liant academic carreer. For more than forty years he had 
been the most popular lecturer in different domains of 
geology, as Reader (since 1941) and Professor (from 1945 
to 1976) and Head of the Chair of Historical and Dynam
ic Geology. His lectures in General Geology, Geotecton
ics and Geology of Bulgaria were always an example for 
the students with the deep geological knowledge exposed 
in a most eloquent manner, and with his profound aes
thetic and moral attitude towards the beautiful scenery 
and tormented Bulgarian history. 

In the years following World War II, the economic and 
social situation in Bulgaria became favourable for a boom 
of geology. Ekim Boncev was one of the few founders and 
organizers of ·the Geological Institute of the Bulgarian 
Academy of Sciences, as a new and complex centre of 
geological studies in this country. After specializing geo
tectonics with H. Stille (1937/38), Ekim Boncev became 
deeply interested in this science that was compared to 
philosophy of the geological sciences. He fastly became 
the recognized leader not only of the Bulgarian school of 
geotectonics and structural geology but also of all impor
tant geological issues in this country, and one of the lead
ers of Carpathian and Balkan geology. Geological studies 
of terrains for power stations and dams, geological map
ping and preparation of geological maps on different 
scales, and foundation of studies on Bulgarian seismotec
tonics and seismic hazard, were allied or inspired by him. 
His teaching activities and organizational skills brought 
together a number of young structural geologists. They 
found in him the most benevolent supervisor and the most 
serious critic. Being always adamant in defending his 
views in the geologic discussions, Elrim Boneev was most 
tolerant towards the ideas of his opponents but irrecon
cilable in problems of professional and human ethics. 

Elrlm Boncev was one of the most prominent Balkan 
geologists. He knew personally most of the leading geolo
gists of Europe and the other Balkan countries, and al
ways pleaded for a close collaboration in all domains of 
human activities, geology included. There are no frontiers 
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to the mining and geotechnical practice. He published 
several excellent textbooks for high schools, and a num
ber of scientific popularization booklets and articles. 

The services of Stefan Boncev to the Bulgarian geolog
ical community are of greatest value also in respect to the 
foundation (1925) and orgllDization of the Bulgarian 
Geological Society and its Review (since 1927). The wide 
relations with the most prominent Croatian, Romanian 
and Serbian geologists and the participation in geological 
congresses and symposia (including of the Carpathian
Balkan Geological Association) showed to him the neces
sity for establishing closer links between the geologists of 
the always divided Balkans. He contn"buted perfectly to 
that idea with the foundation (1934) of Geologica Balca
nica - the only geological journal dedicated to the re
gional geology of our Peninsula. A total of 12 issues was 
printed, most of them being entirely prepared by him and 
his devoted post-graduate students and assistants, and 
even pa~d for from his own means! 
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for geology, and we have to make any effort for to achieve 
a closer collaboration for to be able to solve many com
plex problems, was his credo. Geologica Balcanica is one 
of the important tools for this collaboration. He succeed
ed to bring to a new life the journal after a tragic break of 
nearly a quarter of a century, and worked as Chief Editor 
for nearly fifteen years. Already 23 year volumes are pub
lished since the renewal in 1975, and we believe that the 
collaboration between the Balkan geologists induced and 
encouraged by this journal will be the best monument to 
Stefan and Ekim Boncev. 


