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Varia 

The Geological Heritage of the Balkan Peninsula: 
ProGE0-1 activities in 1995/1996 

The first regional working group (ProGE0-1) of the European Association for Conservation of the Geological Heritage 
(ProGEO) was formed by the national groups of the republics of Albania, Croatia, Greece, the FYR Macedonia, 
Romania, Slovenia, Yugoslavia and Bulgaria, and was recognized by the annual meeting of ProGEO in 1995. 

After the first meeting, considerable work has been recorded in the countries (Croatia, FYR Macedonia, Slovenia 
and Yugoslavia) that have professional geologists on the staff of the governmental agencies for Nature protection. The 
National Institute for Nature Protection of Serbia organized in the autumn of 1995 in Novi Sad a meeting attended by 
numerous professional geologists. Working groups in the principal geological sciences are proceeding with nomination, 
further screening and selection of the most important geosites that should be proposed for protection. Although 
limited by the budgets, all the four countries recorded considerable progress in the study and conservation of the 
geosites, the compilation of the national geological heritage inventories (lists), environment education, publication, 
videofilm production, legal protection, etc. 

The Institute for Geology and Mineral Exploration (IGME) launched an important work of study and computerized 
presentation of the principal geosites of Greece. During the 15th Congress of the Carpathian-Balkan Geological 
Association in Athens (September 1995), the Commission on Environmental Geology held a special meeting dedicated 
to the geological heritage. The Geological Society of Greece made studies on the island of Syros. 

The working group of Albania organized with the financial help of the Open Society for Albania (Soros Foundation) 
several special events. They included also two field trips: "Geology of Albania" (1995) and "Geological Natural 
Monuments of Albania" (1996). This very important experience should attract the attention of the Balkan offices of 
different foundations towards the great social and educative value (unfortunately, systematically underestimated up to 
now!) of the geological heritage. 

The studies on the geological heritage of Bulgaria are financed by two projects (of the National Fund "Scientific 
Research" and of the Sofia University "St. Kliment Ohridski") but unfortunately, the enonnous rate of inflation is 
practically annihilating the allocated sums. Another problem is the lack of professional geologists on the staff of the 
National Agency for Nature Protection that (irrespectively of the good will of the persons involved) leads to 
underestimation of the geoheritage problems, and to lack of effective measures for professional conservation and 
management of the geosites. Several publications have been made, and the group is organizing a second ProGE0-1 
Meeting in November 1996 in Bulgaria. 
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