
GEOLOGICA BALCANICA, 26.1, Sofia, Mart. 1996, p. 41 -45. 

Romania's legislation, NGOs and publications 
concerning the conservation of the geological heritage 

Alexandru Andrasanu 

University of Bucharest, Fa c. of Geology and Geophysics, Bucharest 70111 

As far as it concerns the legislation for envi
ronmental protection, Romania finds itself in 
the same position with a family that intends to 
build a new house instead of the old and narrow 
one. The ground has been chosen, the building 
stuff has been bought, the place for the garden 
and fence has been marked. The plans for the 
new house have been drawn according to the 
modern standard and more new details are 
added in every evening, when the family gathers 
to make further plans and dreams. But as the 
time passes, they continue to live in the old, 
comfortless and crumbling house. 

The new Environmental Law Project was 
realised four years ago and from then on it has 
been continuously improved, discussed, 
correlated with similar legislation, publicly 
debated and adapted to the European standards. 
It has many good parts, but also a big drawbac~: 
after four years it is still a project. In Romama 
now still acts the old Environmental Law from 
1973. 

There are indeed some constitutional 
stipulations and a few adjacent laws as: Law 18/ 
1990 (about land owners) and the adhesions at 
the: Convention of Bern, (Law 13/1993), at the 
Convention of Ramsar (Law 5/1991), at the 
Convention for the International Cultural and 
Natural Patrimony's Protection (Decree 178/ 
1990), at the Convention on the Biodiversity 
(Law 69/1994), and . at the Convention of 
Washington-CITES (Law 69/1994), but the 
framework and the adjacent laws are missing. 

Despite this uncertain situation we consider 
advisable to prepare the future strategy and the 
proposals for other connected laws that would 
a.Jlow a real protection and preservation of 
nature. We wiJJ pragmaticaJJy discuss on the 
possibilities offered by this new law to protect 
the geological heritage. We are mainly referring 

to the modality of stating the new protected sites, 
the management of the national network of 
geotopes, the financial sources and the main 
National geological organizations (NGOs) and 
publications involved in geological heritage 
protection. 

The statement of the new protected 
sites 

The proposals for the statement of the new 
protected sites may be advanced by any natural 
or juridical person or by governmental or non
governmental institutions (see Table 1 ). The only 
qualified forum to supervise these proposals 
scientificaJJy is the Romanian Academy. The 
final protection is stated by the Environmental 
Ministry and under certain conditions, a 
provisional protection may be established by the 
Local Departmental Councils, at the Romanian 
Academy's recommendation. 

AJJ the sites stated up to now (beginning with 
1938) maintain their status and are integrated 
into the National Network of Protected Areas. 
Till now 120 geological sites have been declared, 
according to the list issued by the Romanian 
Academy in 1992. They are split into two 
categories, according to their surface: Geological 
Monuments (80) with a punctual surface and 
Geological Reserves ( 40) with a larger surface, 
up to ten of square km. According to their type, 
they may be geological (67) and paleontological 
(53) (monuments or reserves). 

There are some observations to be made: 
1 - the sites' classification into two types: 

geological and paleontological, is confusing and 
does not offer a direct information on each one's 
importance. We consider that aJJ sites may be 
classified into: paleontological/stratigraphical, 
mineralogical/petrographical, geomorfological 
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TABLE I THE STATEMENT OF THE PROTECfED GEOLOGICAL SITES 
(according to the Environmental Law Project) 
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supported landscape (here we can add the sites 
due to special geological phenomena, as an 
example the muddy volcanoes) and complex (for 
complex sites). 

2 - though agreeing the Romanian tradition 
and the IUCN recommendations, the classifying 
into geological monuments and geological 
reserves may create confusion, the limit between 
the two being imprecise. Therefore, we propose 
to use for all the protected areas stated up to 
now (monuments and reserves) as well as for 
the future similar ones the term of protected 
geological site (geotope), and only for those areas 
which include many protected sites (mainly 
geological) with their own administration, the 
term of geological reserve (park). Being not 
included in the present law, this terminology will 
be proposed to be part of the Law project for 
the Protected Areas. We consider it useful both 
in planning and maintenance and in education 
and popularisation. 

The Management of the Geological 
Sites 

The protected geological sites included in the 
National Network become what their initiators 
intended them to be: components of the mutual 
cultural patrimony, used for the community's 
own good, through actions as: monitoring, 
marking, report, popularisation, education and 
administration. From the present legislation and 
especially from the Environmental Law Project 
it can be observed that (see Table 2): 

1 - The Ministry of Water, Forests and 
Environment Protection and its regional agencies 
are mainly involved in the establishing of a 
national strategy of monitoring, report and 
popularisation of the geological patrimony; 

2 - the central and local administration is 
the one called to realise the proper protection 
(informing the population and applying the law 
if the sites are destroyed or deteriorated); 

3 -being a public propriety, the destruction 
or deterioration of the natural patrimony and 
implicitly of the geological one should be 
sanctioned by the Police or the Financial Guard, 
as a damage of the community's assets; 

4 - the above mentioned proposal of creating 
geological reserves (parks) represents a more 
adequate and efficient administration, protection 
and education for certain areas; 

S - the strong position that the NGOs and 
the civil society detain has to be used. These 
two organisms are the only one involved in all 
the managerial stages - from the establishment 
of the national protection strategy up to law suits 

against those who prejudice the environment. 
More than this, through an agreement with the 
Ministry of Waters, Forests, and Environmental 
Protection, the non-governmental organizations 
can take in custody certain protected areas. 

6 - the notion of "management" seems to be 
not quite proper for what happens in Romania 
at the moment. The absence of funds, of 
preoccupation and information, of the 
educational activities of the central and local 
governmental institutions finally led the 
patrimony to a quasi-total neglecting and 
ignorance from the public. 

The Financial Sources 

The main financial sources stipulated by law and 
the existing ones in the present national and 
international context are governmental and non
governmental. The governmental ones will come 
from the National Environmental Fund (NEF) 
which has a special destination. Other 
governmental sources are: The Ministry of 
Culture, The Ministry of Youth and Sports, and 
a part of the central and local administration's 
funds. Under certain conditions, for special 
projects, the government may receive inter
national funds (especially from the European 
Union). 

The non-governmental sources are repre
sented by funds allocated from international 
institutions, by special funds for the envi
ronmental protection of some non -governmental 
organisations or by sponsorships offered by 
foundations or companies and meant to the 
NGO's a.ctivities. Because the Environmental 
Law is missing yet, the NEF is zero and there 
are just few hopes that after the Law's setting it 
could be used - at least for the first years- for 
the purposes of the geological heritage 
protection. Other governmental sources are very 
small and difficult to be obtained. As for the 
local administration funds, we should better not 
even discuss about. 

According to the last years' experience the 
financial resources used for the environmental 
protection came mainly from abroad, from 
international institutions or international non
governmental organizations and subordonately 
as sponsorships from the internal organizations. 
The non-governmental organizations were those 
that obtained and used these funds for marking, 
popularisation and educational activities. The 
sources from the government were small and 
the governmental organizations took part in 
these activities in a lesser way, especially in 
inventorying, popularisation and education. 
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TABLE U THE MANAGEMENT OF THE NATIONAL NE1WORK OF GEOTOPES 
(according to the Environmental Law Project) 

( The National Environmental Strategy, Monitoring (art. 4, 64, 66) 

Ministry of Environment 
and Local Agencies 

Local 
Councils 

Non Governmental 
Organizations 

..................................................................................... 

.:::~::::::·:::: ::::::::::::::::::::::::: ·:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::.::::::::·:·:··:::::::.: 

.. ·· 
f 
' i 

..................... 

Marking, Report, Popularisation, Education, Public awarness 
(art. 4, 55, 58, 59, 64) 

Central and Local 
Public Administration 

(art. 56, 68, 75) 
The Ministry of 

Environment 
NGOs and 

natural persons 

.......... :::·:::··· ·1::::··:::::::·.:::::·:··:::::::·:::::::·:::·::::·:::·::::··:::·:::·::::::::·:::::.::·::::.:· ··_ 
Protection, Administration (art. 78) 

Local Public Administration ,._.. Own NGOs 
(art. 59, 68, 75) administration 

...... ·:.: ~:. ...................... ... ......................... . 

.................. 

Sanctions, Law Suits 

The Local Public The Police and the 
~ Administration Financial Guard NGOs (art. 90) 

(art. 84, 85, ~7) _ (art._17_) ____ 

/ 

... ,_ 

··. ., 

/ 

...... 

-· 

i ...... 

..... 
~ 

.... 
I 

... 

_ .. .. 

.. --.. 

.. 

p 

0 
p 

u 
L 
A 
T 
I 
0 
N 



The social importance that non-governmental 
organizations gained should be emphasized once 
more, an importance that would become official 
after the approval of the Environmental Law. 

Romanian NGOs 
and publications concerning 
geological heritage protection 

As we have mentioned before there are few 
NGOs enough strong to be more eficient in 
environmental education and geological heritage 
protection than officials ones. The main 
important are the following: 

The Society for the Protection of the Geological 
Heritage (SPGH), created in 1977, member of 
ProGEO, carried out national and international 
projects, studied more than 25 geotopes and 
proposed most part of them to be protected. 
Published books and articles on this area and 
now is editing a quarterly publication: 
GEOMEMORIA, the only Romanian 
publication dedicated especially to education 
and protection of the geological heritage. 

GESS - Group for Underwaterwater and 
Speleological Research, created in 1981, its 
activities are concerned to the exploration, study 
and protection of important carstic and 
underwater sites. Till now GESS discovered one 
of the most interesting cave in the world.: Movile 
cave, protected few others and created a special 
centre for ecological studies and education. 

The Environmental Mineralogy and 
Petrography Society "L. Mrazec", created in 
1993, its activities are concerned on envi
ronmental education, study of ecological impact 
of mining activities, study and protection of 

mineralogical and petrological collections and 
geotopes. 

TER - The Ecologist Youth from Romania 
creat~d in 1991, is one of the most important 
and mfluent Romanian NGO in activities 
concerning nature conservation, environmental 
education, water quality, institutional deve
lopment. They edit a special publication: 
TERRA XXI, dedicated in generally to 
environmental protection including short articles 
about geological one. 

A mutual strategy and co-operation between 
these organizations started and they will to 
elaborate law projects connected with the future 
Environmental Law, which should well define 
the geological patrimony and offer real 
possibilities of protection and also co-operation 
in forcing the government to respect the law. 

At an international level the meetings and the 
activities ofProGEO and of other organizations 
and personalities involved in these actions will 
allow the establishment of a mutual European 
strategy and the people's and the government's 
report and awareness. This effort to create an 
adequate legal framework also increases the 
impact of the NGO's activities and of their 
pressure on the governmental institutions to 
respect and apply the law and to invest more in 
the protection of a patrimony ignored by so 
many people - the geological one. 

Reference 

Toniuc, N., Oltean, M., Romanca, G., Zamfir, M. 1992. List of 
protected Areas in Romania (1932-I 99 I). - Ocroirea Naturii 
si Mediului Jnconjurator, 36, No.I , 23-33, Bucuresti. 

45 


