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Initial position 

Existing conventions: The Convention for the 
Protection of the World Cultural and Natural 
Heritage ("World Heritage Convention") is the 
only existing convention dealing explicitly with 
conservation of the geological heritage. The 
World Heritage Convention was initiated in the 
1960s, agreed in 1972 and came into force in 
1975. It aims at the protection of natural and 
cultural sites of global significance (including 
geotopes) according to criteria of universal value 
and integrity. The basic tool of this convention 
is the World Heritage List. Party States may 
nominate sites within their territories for 
inclusion in the World Heritage List. The 
statutory procedures are conducted by the 
World Heritage Committee which ist advised by 
experts from the International Union for the 
Conservation of Nature (IUCN) in the case of 
natural sites. The Commitee assesses whether 
or not the sites meet the Convention's criteria 
and then decides whether a site is to be inscribed 
on the list or rejected. The Convention imposes 
a legal duty on each Party to do its utmost to 
protect sites, which are included in the World 
Heritage List. A special fund is available to 
promote and support the implementation of 
the convention. 

lmernational endeavours: The M a/vern 
/ltlernational Conference on Geological and 
Landscape Conservation, 1993 

The workshops held during the conference, 
came to the following conclusions: 

An international "earth science" conservation 
convention should consist of a core which would 
rnclude the conservation of geological, 
~morpholocical and soil localities, active 
~morpholocical processes including ice, 

specimens and geological information. It would 
further recognize the need for an understanding 
of the interactions between biological and 
geological processes in the natural environment. 
A framework approach agreed by the earth 
science conservation community at an 
international level will be a necessary first step 
towards the achievement of an international 
convention. 
Conference resolution: 
The resolution stresses, that there is a need for 
an international "earth science" convention and 
that the justification for, potential scope of and 
objectives of such a convention should be 
examined in depth. 

Fundamental requirements 

A Geoconvention should: 
- respect national sovereign rights; 
- take into consideration the various coor-

dination needs related to existing internatio
nal agreements, conventions (in particular the 
World Heritage Convention) and relevant 
activities; 

- recognize the diversity of potential scopes 
and instruments for implementation; 

- be able to create an international awareness 
and responsability; 

- enable an effective supervision and control 
of progress. 

Main purpose 

The main purpose of a Geoconvention could 
be, to promote, support and coordinate national 
endeavours in favour of the sustainable use of 
the geosphere and the safeguarding of geotopes. 
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Relevant policy spheres 

The national and international policy spheres 
which have to be influenced by the convention 
depend on the convention's main purpose. 
Appropriate legislation, schemes and other tools 
offer a strategic potential by which the objectives 
of the convention can be achieved. This strategic 
potential should purposefully be used and 
successively be improved by the help of the 
convention. This target requires a suitable 
structure of contents. 

In order to implement a Geoconvention with 
the above defined main purpose, the following 
policy spheres with their corresponding 
instruments (legislation, management schemes 
and other tools) should be activated at least: 

Environment conservation: 
Environmental protection acts, Environmen
tal impact assessment etc. Strategic success 
promising position: e.g. Integration ofGeocon
servation. 
Nature and Landscape conservation: 
Nature conservation acts, Landscape ma
nagement schemes, inventories, etc. Strategic 
success promising positions: e.g. Integration, 
promotion. coordination and support oflwith 
geoconservation and vice versa. 
Physical planning: 
Town and country planning acts, physical 
planning procedures, town and country plans, 
development concepts, planning application 
procedures, guidelines, etc. 
Strategic success promising position, e.g. Entire 
integration of geoconservation according to the 
Geotope Concept (Sturm, 1994) 
Education and communication: 
Education programs, media, etc .. 
Strategic success position: Public awareness, 
public appeal. 
Research: 
Research projects and programs, etc .. 
Strategic success position: Focus on geocon
servational issues. 

Possible structure of contents: 

According to the above described fundamental 
requirements and main purpose, a suitable 
structure could be outlined as follows: 
1. Preamble 
2. Objectives 
e.g.: 
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- to promote the sustainable use of the 
geosphere and the protection of geotopes; 

- to create international awareness and 
responsability; 

- to stimulate and facilitate international 
cooperation and coordination; 

- to improve conservation procedures and 
techniques; 

- to foster the integration of geoconservation 
into the various relevant national and 
international policy spheres; 

-to support the improvement of the relevant 
legal basis; 

- to ensure the protection of geotopes and 
other geospheric key values of intern a
tional significance. 

3. Definition of the key subjects 
e.g.: 

- Geoconservation 
- Geosphere 
- Geo( eco )systems 
- Geoprocesses 
- Geotopes 
- Geodiversity 
- International significance of subjects 

4. Strategic aims related to relevant policiy 
spheres 
e.g.: 

- Geoconservation as an essential objective 
of physical planning, landscape conser 
vation, environment conservation, regional 
policy (Sturm, 1994) etc .. 

S. Evaluation of subjects of international 
significance 
e.g.: 

-Criteria and procedures for identifica
tion, documentation, evaluation of sub
jects of international significance (Joyce 
1994). • 

- Guidelines for financial support and 
consulting or other forms of assistance. 

6. Cooperation and coordination 
e.g.: 

- Principles for cooperation among the 
statutory bodies of the convention 

- Signatory States and involved internatio~ 
nal organisations. 

- Principles for information exchange. 
7. Implementation and control of progress 
e.g.: 

- Principles and basic strategies for imple
mentation. 

- Directions and rules for supervision and 
control of progress. 

8. Statutory bodies 
e.g.: 

- Standing committee and other involved 
bodies. 

9. Ancillary measures 
e.g.: 

- Fund rising and fmancial support. 



10. Final clauses 
e.g.: 

- Ratification procedures. 
- Amendment procedures. 

Developing the project 

The development period for an international 
convention between initial action and adoption 
can take several years. In case of a Geocon
vention as outlined above, a timescale of 
approximately 5 to I 0 years seems to be realistic. 
Based on the experience of other conventions, 
the following development stages should be 
considered: 

Initial phase 

Suggestion: Framework approach with main 
purpose, fundamental requirements, objectives, 
evaluation principles, general implementation 
strategies, etc .. 

Agreement by the international geoconser
vation community. 

Proposal to the Environmental Minister 
Conference (General Secretary). 

Order of the Environmental Minister Con
ference to EC or UNESCO to work out a geo
convention. 

Mandate from EC or UNESCO to an 
international project group. 

Project Phase 

Detailed Proposal to EC or UNESCO. 

In Force coming phase 

Adoption by the Environmental Minister 
Conference. 
Ratification by the Signatory States. 

Implementation phase 

Control of Progress and feed back. 
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