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The President of the Editorial Counci I of our Journal 
suddenly passed away on 16 January 1992. The Bul
garian geological sciences lost a prominent scientist 
who made so much for their development. 

Born in Soria in 1907, Ekim Boncev developed 
early a fascination for the natural sciences, and espe
cially, for rocks and their strata and fossils . His father 
Stefan Boncev was teacher in natural history, 
and doctor of geology who received a gold medal for 
his studies in the Haskovo Paleogene, and later becz.
me Professor and Head of the Chair of Geology and 
Paleontology at the University of Sofia "St. Kliment 
Ohridski". Thus, Ekim Boncev graduated natural 
sciences at the University of Sofia in 1930, and at 
the end of the next year defended his doctoral 
(Ph .D.) thesis on a regionalgeological topic. In 1932/ 
33 he worked as a teacher, and in 1933 was appointed 
assistant at the Chair of Geology and Paleontology. 
For more than 40 years he had been the most popular 
lecturEr in different domains of geology, as Reader 
(since 1941) and Professor (from 1945 to 1976) and Head of the Chair of Historical 
and Dynamic Geology. His lectures in Genua! geology, Historica-l geology, Regional 
geotectonics, Geotectonics, and Geology of Bulgaria were always an example for the 
students: with the wealth of geological knowledge which he used to expose in the 
most eloquent and aEsthetic manner; with his deep intuest for geology and for the 
beatiful scenery of Bulgaria with which he captivated the hearts of his young audience. 

After the World War II, the economic and social situation in Bulgaria became 
favourable for more specialized scientific studies in the geological sciences. Ekim Bon
cev was one of the founders and first organizus of the Geological Institute of the Bul
garian Academy of SciencEs, as a new important centre for geological investigations in 
this country. Corresponding member (since 1947) and Academician (since 1961) of 
the Academy, he became Deputy-Director (1953-1960) and Director (1960-1967) of 
the Institute, and gathered a number of young and promising geologists who specia
lized in the fields of paleontology, stratigraphy and geotectonics. Together with his 
assistants at the Sofi:l University, they formed a Bulgarian school of geotectonics whose 
spiritual leader was Ekim Boncev . Together with his collaborators, Ekim Boncev 
participated in many projects of importance for the economy ofthecountry, and name
ly the geological studies on terrains for power stations and dams, as well as in the 
mappir,g and compilation of many geological and tectonic maps on different scales. 
Bulgaria being in a dangerous seismic region, Academician Boncev became the faun-

Geologica Balcanica, 22 .1 



der of the Bulgarian seismotectonics. He was the head of a team of specialists in dif
ferent domains of the Earth sciences which carried out an important work for a com
plex evaluation of the seismicity and the seismic hazard, witha seismotectonic and se is
mic zonation of the country. 

The sc ientific heritage of Ekim Boncev is impress ive, and of paramount impor
tance for the regional geology of the Balkan Peninsula and the adjacent regions. His 
first s teps were in the fields of paleontology, stratigraphy and regional geology. He 
proved for the fir st time the Aptian, and with co-authors, the Albian and Callovian 
Stages and the Ordovician System in Bulgaria, and made considerable contributions 
to the regional geology of different areas of Bulgaria: the Krai ste, parts of Stara-Pla
nina and Sredna-Gora .Mountains. In 1936, he introduced the Kraisti de structural 
zone. After a specialization (1937/38) with Prof. H . Stille in Berlin, Ekim Boncev 
dedicated himself to the geotectonics. For more than 50 years, he observed and des
cribed a number of tectonic features, as fold and fault structures (including the Pen
kjovci and Poletinci thrusts), structural zones (Kraistides, Fore-Balkan, the Transi
tional zone, the South Carpathians in Bulgaria, the P anagjuriste s trip of the Sredno
gorie zone), the neotectonic Diagonal Swell, etc. He was the author of the morphotec
tonic scheme of Bulgaria (1946), of the original concept about the lineament-geosyn 
clinal zones and the lineament swarms, and emitted original ideas about the fault 
network and its development, the median mass ifs in the eastern parts of the Alpine 
fold belt of Europe, the platforms, the Sredec structural amphitheatre, etc. The ideas 
of the plate tectonicschallenged him towards original views on the plate tectonics of 
the Balkan Penipsula which acted in a peculiar buffer zone between the Ponto-Cas pian 
and the Thrato-Anatolian plates . · 

Academician Boncev was one of the most prominent Balkan geologists. He knew 
person ally mo~t of the leading geologists of the other Balkan countries, and always 
pleaded for a dose collaboration between these countries in all fields of human acti- ' 
vities , geology il <~.: lt ! ded. Geologica Balcanica is one of the tool s of this collaboration . 
Therefore, Ekim Bot1CEV had always in mind to bring to a new life the cancelled for 
more than 20 years journ al erected in 1934 by his father and teacher. He succeeded 
in 1975 thanks also to the help by scilr:iists of the other Balkan countries, and worked 
actively as Chief Editor for about 15 Yl ars . . M<:ny of the ideas about the new development 
of the Journal as an international jourr.c' l on the regional geology of the Balkan Pe
ninsula and the adjacent regi ons, with an ifiternational Editorial Advisory Council, 
were emitted or shared by, and act ivel y discussed with him. We s incerely believe that 
Gwlogica Balcan ica and the collaboration between the Balkan geologists induced 
and encouraged b y this journal will be the best monument to Ekim Boncev! 

The Editorial Board 
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