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Obituary 

Professor V. V. Beloussov 
30.19.1907 - 25.12.1990 

Vladimir Vladimirovich Beloussov, one of the European prominent tectonicians, died on 
25th December, 1990. Graduate of Moscow University, he had a long and brilliant geo
logical carrier in the scientific institutions of Leningrad and Moscow. Beginning with the 
geochemistry of natural gas, he passed towards the more general problems of the regio
nal geological setting of oil and gas deposits, and to the geological development of Cau
casus, the Russian platform, and the adjacent fold belts. Beloussov's synthetic mind showed 
a tendency towards generalizations, and seeking the driving forces of the geologic (and 
more specifically, the tectonic) processes. Thus, he built up in the 40ies his radiomigra
tion hypothesis. His further studies in the field of theoretical geotectonics have been marked 
by the conviction that only the complex interpretation of geological, geophysical and geo
chemical evidence could reveal the nature of the geological processes rooted in the lower 
crust and the mantle. Therefore, he contributed greatly to the international co-operation 
of geologists and geophysicists, as Chairman of the Geophysical Committee (1961-1990), 
President of the International Geophysical and Geodetic Union (1960-1963), and founder 
of the international projects "Upper Mantle" and "Geodynamic project". It may be re
garded as a paradox that these projects have had as a main result the establishment of 
the plate tectonics hypothesis which Vladimir Vladimirovich deeply disapproved and cri
ticized. His passionate and witty, usually well-argumented criticizms obliged his opponents 
to seek additional proofs and new sides of the tectonic processes, and thus contributed 
sabstantially to the development of new ideas. His geonomic approach to the problems of 
the tectonosphere brought to life the concept of the endogeneous regimes controlled by 
the combined tectonic, metamorphic and magmatic processes. The scientific heritage of 
Beloussov is concentrated in more than 300 publications including ten important mono
graphs. Probably more than anybody else in the USSR, Beloussov estimated the role of 
the mechanics for the development of the modern structural geology, and greatly stimu
lated the formations of a Soviet school of tectonophysics. 

Prof. Beloussov always had a deep interest in the geotectonics of the Balkan Peninsu
la. He visited several times the Balkan countries, and served as a consultant with the 
UNDP-UNESCO Survey of the Seismicity of the Balkan Region. His ideas about the geo
tectonics of the Balkan Region had a great impact mainly over the Bulgarian and 
Yugoslav geologists. 
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