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150th anniversary of Professor Dr Stefan Bončev (1870–1947)

In 2020, 150 years have passed since the birth of 
one of the brightest personalities of Bulgarian sci-
ence, Professor Dr Stefan Bončev. He made numer-
ous valuable contributions, which have placed him 
at the forefront of Bulgarian geology. Notorious for 
his modesty, but also known for the great scope of 
his work and as a remarkable pedagogue, Prof. Ste-
fan Bončev received a deserved tribute from his col-
leagues, followers and students. Several accounts 
have been published over the years and have ade-
quately covered the life and work of this great man 
(e.g., Comité jubilaire pour le 70-ème anniversaire 
du Professeur Stefan Bončev, 1940; Khrischev, 
1985; Tchoumatchenco and Nikolov, 2016; Nikolov 
and Ivanov, 2020). We are indebted to these narra-
tives for reminding us who Prof. Stefan Bončev was 
and what he did. Following them, it would not be 
pointless to note again, albeit briefly, his valuable 
contributions to the field of geology in Bulgaria. 
Professor S. Bončev began his own studies and pub-
lished fundamental papers on the tectonics and the 
regional geology of Bulgaria. He was the discoverer 
of the Svoge coal basin and, in the 1930s, was the 
initiator of the geological prospecting of Bulgaria. 
Professor S. Bončev was the conceptor of the Geo-
logical Map of Bulgaria in Scale 1:126 000, a work 
that has found splendid continuation in our country 
later from the early 1950s to the mid-1990s. Profes-
sor S. Bončev’s papers are not numerous, but they 
contain a wealth of facts and ideas that have not lost 
their value and are relevant even in the present time.

As Acad. Todor Nikolov recently wrote, “Prof. 
S. Bončev had a constant seeking of a new knowl-
edge; this had filled his essence, which was com-
bined with the intention for comprehensible and ac-
curate transmission of knowledge to the students. 
Also, as a brilliant scientist and pedagogue, Prof. S. 
Bončev attracted the students with his good charac-
ter and his ability to always encourage them to gain 
further knowledge”. It is not coincidental that he 
founded a Doctoral Institute at Sofia University in 
the late 1920s, where talented postgraduates in geo-
logical sciences developed their theses. Amongst 
them, postgraduate students, such as Vasil Tzank-
ov, Eliezer Cohen, Ekim Bončev, Petar Gočev, 
Rostislav Beregov, Petko Mandev, Hristo Antonov, 

Emil Belmoustakov and Maleshko Jordanov, suc-
cessfully defended doctoral theses. These scientists 
have become leading authorities, who determined 
the level of Bulgarian geology over the next 50 
years and, in turn, have made the way for the next 
generations of geologists. It is also not coincidental 
that Prof. S. Bončev was the main ideologue for the 
establishment of the Bulgarian Geological Society 
in 1925. During the first decades of its life, the Bul-
garian Geological Society was the main center of 
the efforts of Bulgarian geologists and mining engi-
neers to study the geology and mineral resources of 
Bulgaria. The Society has always been an integral 
part of Bulgarian geology and its significance, as 
bequeathed by the founders, has remained to date.

Portrait of Prof. Stefan Bončev taken from the Jubilee collec-
tion of Review of the Bulgarian Geological Society, dedicated 
to his 70th anniversary in 1940.
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With this memorial note, we express our highest 
respect to Prof. Stefan Bončev, who, among his nu-
merous contributions as a scientist and public figure, 
is also the founder of the Bulgarian Earth Sciences 
Journal Geologica Balcanica. Since its founding in 
1934, Geologica Balcanica (initially, Geology of 
the Balkans) has played a significant role in the dis-
semination of regional and conceptual contributions 
within the framework of geological sciences in the 
Balkans. The first eight issues, published until 1939, 
were personally edited by Prof. Stefan Bončev and 
issued with his own funds. The next three issues 
were published in the difficult years of World War II 
and after it (1942–1951), but they were edited by the 
Geological Institute of Sofia University. The studies 
from this period are pioneering for many areas of the 
geological sciences. For instance, Prof. S. Bončev 
published articles on the genesis of the natural phe-
nomenon Pobitite Kamani in the Varna region, on the 
geology of the Lom Basin and on the age of the varie-
gated sandstone formations of the Balkan Peninsula. 

Fossil plate of ammonites from the paper of Ekim Bončev and 
Georgi Popov, based on which the Callovian Stage was intro-
duced in Bulgaria, Geologica Balcanica 3 (1), 1935, 117–126.

Front cover of Geologica Balcanica 3 (1), 1938.

Alosa normanni Antipa, a fossil fish from the lower Pliocene 
near the town of Vidin published by Rostislav Beregov, Geo-
logica Balcanica 3 (1), 1938, 18–24, pl. 4.
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Professor Petar Bakalov published his works on the 
Miocene fossil proboscideans and related faunas, as 
well as on the Triassic and Jurassic of the Kotel area. 
Ekim Bončev co-authored with Erich Haberfelner 
the unique trilobite finds from the Ordovician and, 
in collaboration with Georgi Popov, recognized the 
Callovian in Bulgaria. Vasil Tzankov made the first 
contributions to the stratigraphy of the Upper Creta-
ceous and the Eocene in Bulgaria. Rostislav Beregov 
published his studies on the Tertiary of the Pernik 
Basin and the Pliocene of the Vidin area. The tecton-
ic syntheses of Dimitar Jaranov are also from this pe-
riod. Reviews of interesting geological papers, both 
from Bulgaria and elsewhere, were also regularly 
published. There is no need to list every contribution 
from that time. Virtually every Bulgarian geologist 
today has learned from these papers. It should be em-
phasized that, due to the admirable efforts of Prof. S. 
Bončev, Geologica Balcanica has established itself 
among the Bulgarian scientific periodicals.

After a two-and-a-half-decade hiatus, Geologi-
ca Balcanica appeared again in 1975, and Prof. S. 
Bončev’s son, Acad. Ekim Bončev (1907–1992), 
also a great Bulgarian geologist, became Chief Edi-
tor of the journal. A long intensive period in the 
studies on the geology of Bulgaria followed and 
many contributions of broad spectrum of data and 
interpretations came out. Hundreds of authors and 
papers have found acceptance in the journal and, 
albeit difficult in recent time, Geologica Balcanica 
has continued to be published to date.

On 3–4 December 2020, the Bulgarian Geologi-
cal Society organized the National Conference with 
International Participation “Geosciences 2020” 
dedicated to the 150th anniversary of Prof. Stefan 
Bončev. The conference was co-organized by the 
Faculty of Geology and Geography of Sofia Uni-
versity, the Geological Institute and the Institute of 
Mineralogy and Crystallography of the Bulgarian 
Academy of Sciences, by courtesy of the Scien-
tific and Technical Union of Mining, Geology and 
Metallurgy, and the National Museum “Earth and 
Man”. This event was held online, but attended by 
many Bulgarian geologists, who demonstrated how 
successive generations of geologists built upon the 
foundation of Prof. S. Bončev’s work and inspira-
tion. The plenary speech of Acad. Todor Nikolov 
made an exciting portrait of the great man and sci-
entist. It was emphasized that, along with Prof. Vas-
il Zlatarski (1854–1909) and Acad. Georgi Bonchev 
(1886–1955), Prof. S. Bončev was an integral part 
of the constellation of personalities, who, after hav-
ing received higher education at famous universities 
abroad, invested their knowledge and strengths in 
the prosperity of the Fatherland and played a his-
torical role in founding the Bulgarian geology.
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On behalf of the Bulgarian members of the  
Editorial Board of Geologica Balcanica

Rhinoceros (Ceratorhinus) schleiermacheri Kaup., a relatively 
well-preserved skull of an immature specimen from the late 
Miocene of the famous fossil site Kalimantsi (SW Bulgaria), 
published by Prof. Petar Bakalov, Geologica Balcanica 3 (2), 
1939, 82–87.


