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Recent intensive exploration and photographing be-
low the surface of the mountain area of the Godech 
region (West Balkan Mts, West Bulgaria) have led 
to the appearance of this interesting book, edited and 
published by the Association of Speleoclubs in Sofia 
(ASS). This edition has become reality owing to the 
efforts of a large team of young authors with great en-
thusiasm and diverse professional interests, but it is 
also due to the many years of work of the speleologists 
of the older generations.

The aim of ASS in producing a book on caves was 
to reveal that the caves of the Godech region contain 
beautiful and delicate formations, as well as a spe-
cific environment, which can easily be lost, unless 
someone does something to protect them. The book 
has 116 pages of detailed descriptions and carefully 
chosen photographs, with text in both Bulgarian and 
English. Thanks to their meticulous research, the au-
thors take the readers on a fascinating journey through 
the diverse world of geology that favours the develop-
ment of karst phenomena, along with a great variety of 
many living creatures that inhabit the darkness of the 
caves: algae, cave fungi, numerous species of spiders 

and insects, rotifers, crustaceans, and bats. The Spele-
ological Studies of Caves in Godech Municipality fea-
tures the most significant caves of the region. These 
are described as thoroughly as possible, including: 
general information; access details; history of explo-
ration; curious facts; cave description; and the new-
est discoveries and scientific contributions. Also, this 
publication supplies in a large number of cited papers 
spread over many places and times. Therefore, it is a 
valuable source of information for anyone interested 
not only in the caves of the Godech region but inter-
ested in caves in general.

I could not resist paying tribute to the authors, who 
have done a lot to popularise their achievements, with 
meetings and presentations to children in Godech, So-
fia and other parts of the country. It has always been, 
and nowadays is even more, important to teach the 
youth that nature needs care, but to take care of it, we 
must know it better. The authors’ team has announced 
that this book is the first part of a series of editions 
devoted to the caves of the Godech region. This is ad-
mirable and, hopefully, the next books are soon forth-
coming.
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