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Geographic position 

The Belogradchik area is the part from the Western 
Fore-Balkan that is situated between the rivers Ar-
har and Lorn and the state border with Serbia along 

me ridge of the Western Stara-planina Mountain be
rween the peak Babin nos (Babin-nos Mountain) and 
me St. Nikola Pass (St. Nikola Mountain) (Tzankov 
e l al., eds, 1998). Its relief represents a part of the 
principal Stara-planina ridge, Vedemik monoclinal 
ridge, the deep antecedent gorges of the Stakevska, 
Chouprenska and Lorn rivers, isolated monoclinal 
·dges of the Rabishka-mogila and Belogradchishki
·enets, and one segment from western margins of 
Danube Hilly Plain. The river net is compozed by the 
Danube right confluents- the Archar and Lorn rivers. 
The climate of the area is moderately continental 

ith dominating winds from North-West, West and 
Sorth. The temperatures in January are below ooc; 
· July- 23°C. The winter is long and severe (snow
fal ls - 2 - 3 months). The summer is also long and 
bot. The yearly precipitations are around 670 mm/m2 

with a maximum in May (78 mm) and minimum in 
February (34 mm). The snow cover is with a medium 
mickness of 16.3 em (for about two months). The 
area is covered by grey forest soil. 

The population of the whole Belogradchik system 
counts about 11500 inhabitants. The settlements of the 
area are the town of Belogradchik (agricultural centre, 
about 8000) and the villages of Rabisha, Prauzhda, 
Stakevtsi, Chuprene, Replyana, Dolni Lorn, Sredogriv, 
Borovitsa, Oreshets and Granitovo. The town of Belo
gradchik is connected by roads with the border village 

Sal ash, the towns of Vi din, Lorn, Montana, Sofia and 
!he railway station Oreshets. 

Town name of Belogradchik 

The picturesque position and the blinding-white 
houses of this small town were the reasons for the 
names Brestovo, Belgrad, Belgradin for to come to 
the modem Belogradchik, - a possible combination 
from the name "Byal grad" (white town) and "achik" 
(visible, obvious - Turkish), a white town on the 
foreground, on a notable place. 

Historical overview 

The human presence and activities in the Belograd
chik area are documented at first with the Palaeolith
ic and Neolithic masterpieces of prehistoric art - the 
mural paintings in the Magurata Cave (men and 
women, animals, scenes of the everyday life and rit
ual scenes). Findings of the Bronze Age are founded 
near the villages of Krachimir, Rabisha, Salash and 
the findings from the Iron Age- near the villages of 
Krachimir, Dolni-Lom and Knyaz-Aleksandrovo. 
The relics from the early and late antiquities are com
ing from Salash, Krachimir, Granichak, Rabisha, and 
Belogradchik itself. The fragments of ceramics, agri
cultural instruments, armours, the base of a Roman 
bath and many coins from the period since the rule of 
Vespasian (67 - 79 AD) to Valerian (251 - 253 AD) 
show that the settlement was founded no later than 
the second half of the 3rd century. 

The late antiquity findings are founded in the For
tress (First plate) and in some of the surrounding for
tified places (Uzbeg, Magaza, Marlachishko kale). 
Evidently, in this time the local population used to 
seek asylum and security near the fortress walls thus 
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founding the bases of the town. The agitated eco
nomic activity is witnessed by the remnants of clay 
furnaces (12th - 14th centuries), water pipelines, 
construction materials, and especially the findings of 
13 silver coins of the Tsar Ivan Alexander and his 
son, the Tsar Mihail Shishman. 

In the 60s and 70s of the 14th century, under the 
rule of the Tsar Ivan Stratsimir (son of Ivan Alex
ander) within the independent Vidin Kingdom in 
North-western Bulgaria, Belogradchik developed as 
an important military, administrative and craft centre 
with principal fortifications and suburban quarters. 

During the Bulgarian Middle Ages (13th and 14th 
centuries), the fortress was located only in the high
est part of the rock massif - the First plate (an in
clined rock terrace about 120 m long, with an oval 
shape and access only from the North-West). It pos
sessed several buildings, and had an own water res
ervoir for atmospheric waters. A Hungarian garrison 
was housed in the fortress between 1365 and 1369. 

During the Turkish invasion, the fortress was cap
tured after hard battles. The town of Belogradchik 
was an administrative district ("nahiya") centre that 
included 14 villages. The population was occupied 
mainly in crafts and trade in service of the local feu
dal lords and the Turkish military garrison that was 
housed in the fortress since 1455. In the same year 
two Moslem quarters were formed near the fortress . 
The Christian Bulgarian quarter being separated 
from them by a wooden wall ("sharampol"). 

Crafts and agriculture were flourishing in the town 
and neighbourhood in 18th and 19th centuries. 

Bulgarian builders took an active participation in 
the fortification renovation of the fortress under Ital
ian engineers between 1805 and 1837 when the walls 
in the rock feet were built. 

The fortress was attacked in 1850 by the insurgent 
Bulgarian population, and seven leaders of the upris
ing were executed inside after the defeat. 

The Turkish garrison surrendered the fortress to 
the Russian army during the Liberation War in 1877-
1879, and left through the St. Nikola Pass. 

The last battles at the Belogradchik fortress took 
place during the Serbo-Bulgarian War in 1885. 

After the liberation, Belogradchik lost its econom
ical importance, and obtained the aspect of an agri
cultural town due to the decay of the crafts. 

The fortress was restored in 1958 and proclaimed 
cultural monument. 

Natural landmarks 

Landscape phenomena: 

- Belogradchik Rocks 
- Cave "Magurata" with its unique for the South-East 
Europe mural prehistoric paintings. 
- Monoclinal ridges ofRabishka-mogila and Vedern-
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ishki-rid 
- Centriclinal ridges of the Belogradchishki-venets 
- Peak Vedemik that possess also a specific oro-
graphic outlook. 
- Rabishko ezero (North of Rabishka-mogila hill) -
the only lake in North-western Bulgaria. 

Geological phenomena: 

- Outcrops of the red terrigenous Lower Triassic 
complex that hosts the erosion forms of the Belo
gradchik Rocks; 
- Outcrops of the specific Lower and Middle Juras
sic lithostratigraphic sequences of the Rabishka
mogila, Belogradchishki-venets and Vedernishki-rid; 
- Outcrops of the richest in East Europe Maastrich
tian fossil locality in the Carpathian type Maastrich
tian sediments of the Kladorub Formation at the vil
lage of Kladorub; 
- Outcrops of the Neogene olistostrome phenomena 
at the village of Ostrokaptsi (East of Kladorub). 

Tectonic phenomena: 

- Angular and azimuthal unconformity between the 
Permian and Lower Triassic sediments at Falkov
most bridge; 
- South-eastern pericline of the Belogradchik anti
cline of the Belogradchik anticlinorium within the 
Lower Triassic rocks at Belogradchik and South-east 
of it; 
- Eastern centricline of the Vedernik syncline and 
western pericline of the Mihaylovgrad anticline of 
the Laramian Belogradchik anticlinorium nicely 
morphologically outlined on the massif of the peak 
Vedernik and South to the Stakevska-reka river; 
- Late Alpine thrust interrelations between the 
Oreshets and Kutlovitsa units of the Belogradchik 
tectonostratigraphic superunit at the village of 
Prauzhda West of Belogradchik; 
-Late Alpine thrust contact of the Oreshets unit from 
the Belogradchik superunit over the Kula unit at Kla
dorub; 
- Section of the Salash anticline from the Laramian 
Belogradchik anticlinorium South of the village 
Dolni Lorn. 
- Late Alpine thrust contact of the Berkovitsa supe
runit over the Belogradchik superunit (locality Byal
ata-skala) South of the village Dolni Lorn. 
("sharampol"). 

The rocks of Belogradchik 

The modern Belogradchik Rocks are followed in a 
strip trending almost West - East on a distance of 
nearly 30 km, from the peak Vedernik to the village 
Belotintsi . The width of the strip is about 3 km, and 
the height of the rock groups reaches 150 m. In the 
centre of that unique creature of Nature so veiled by 



legends and romantics, the rock groups of the Belo
gradchik vicinity are situated. 

The glamorous charm of these natural phenomena 
has been remarked with admiration from the French 
traveller and academician Jerome Blanqui in 1841; 
the Austro-Hungarian traveller and scientist Felix 
Kanitz in 1862; the geology professor in Vienna 
Franz Toula in 1875, the French journalist Ludovic 
Rigondo in 1876; the Bulgarian writers Ivan Vazov, 
Anton Strashimirov and many others. 

The activity of Nature 

More than 200 million years elapsed since the time 
when the rocks that house now the Belogradchik 
rock legends have been deposited as sediments on 
the bottom of the Triassic Sea. In this remote mo
ment of the geologic past the remnants of the previ
ously proudly elevated rock ranges and ridges of the 
Late Palaeozoic Hercynian mountains entered the 
last desperate struggle with the annihilating action of 
Sun, Winds and Water. In that time, abundant and di
verse rock material had been broken off from the 
body of the last and already rounded and very low in 
altitude Hercynian ridges, and deposited into the 
shallow and tumultuous basin. The material consist
ed of badly sorted pebble gravel and boulders mixed 
with comparatively small amount of coarse-grained 
sands (about 20% of the total mass). Amongst the 
very diverse rock fragments, most abundant are these 
from milky quartz and quartzites, and much less, 
from phyllites, gneisses, granites, aplite veins or vol
canic rocks. All those rock fragments were deposited 
on the bottom of the shallow Early Triassic sea and 
later formed badly sorted and often cross-bedded 
coarse gravel and boulder conglomerates with sandy 
matrix. The good roundness of the rock pebbles 
proves the prolonged and intense river and coastal 
transport and reworking. The coarse characters wit
ness the proximity to the Early Triassic dry land that 
represented probably a low and actively denudated 
ridge. Its fast and final destruction has been favoured 
by the very warm, semiarid climate that is also re
sponsible for the so typical red to violet-red colour of 
the rocks. At the end of the Early Triassic times, the 
destruction of the ancient Hercynian ranges ended, 
and the influx of abundant coarse rock material in the 
marine basin was brought to end. Now gradually but 
fast formation of Middle Triassic limestones of 
chemical and biogenic origin has started. They 
sealed the Early Triassic red rock sequence, and pro
tected it from the erosion. But not for long. The Ear
ly Cimmerian folding that occurred at the end of the 
Triassic Period triggered the uplift of the region and 
the withdrawal of the sea waters. In the same time, 
the tectonic fracturing and faulting proceeded in 
delevelling and differential vertical movements of 
the separate crustal blocks. Most of the Triassic sed-
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imentary rocks became a prey of the denudation pro
cesses. Thus, only about 30 million years after the 
formation of the several hundred meters thick Trias
sic mantle, it was reduced to disrupted flakes and 
bands. They were buried beneath the deposits of the 
transgressed Early to Middle Jurassic sea basin. The 
next mighty natural cataclysm in the beginning of the 
Palaeocene times, formed the huge body of the Belo
gradchik anticlinorium that covered a large part of 
the modern Northwestern Bulgaria. But compara
tively soon after that, it became (probably at the end 
of Late Eocene times) the prey of the last Late Alpine 
tectonic movements. Then, during the Pyrenean tec
tonic movements, its body was disrupted and dis
placed by mighty thrust movements. Erosion and 
denudation again gradually exhibited, step by step, 
the rests of the red Lower Triassic sediments, and 
sculptured them in the fantastic forms that are the 
object of our amazement nowadays. This was the 
long process of creation of the Belogradchik rocks. 

The charm of Nature 

The road to the town curves between fairy-tale huge 
ancient castles with numberless silhouettes of turrets 
and fortress walls. Their red, orange-red and red-violet 
colour is in amazing contrast with the bright blue sky 
with disseminated hurried clouds. The rock giants flow 
in a sea of greenery that outlines their red enormity. 
This natural charm fascinates the dreams of the travel
ler, and prepares his imagination for to perceive the 
rock silhouettes as outlines of mythical or real beings. 
The view is attracted by the groups ranged together for
ever, as the biblical "Adam" and "Eve", the monumen
tal groups of the "Monks", the solitary "Schoolgirl" and 
the hushed under his hood "Shepherd Boy", the unfor
gettable "Madonna" with the infant at its breast, the 
defender of the area in the dark forgotten ages "Haydut 
Velko", the raised head of the "Bear" listening to the 
secret voices of Nature. Not less impressive are the sil
houettes and outlines of the "Mushrooms", "Dinosaur", 
"Serpent", ''Turtle", "Camel", "Lion", "Dervish", ''The 
Old Woman", "Pine Stone", and many other capricious 
creatures of this stoned fairy-scene. The Belogradchik 
Rocks obtain different nuances and colours from the 
Sunrise that enlighten the majestic Vedernik, to the 
Sunset when the Kurneva-livada shines in varied co
lours. An unforgettable rock ensemble is also the "De
file", a gorge through the rocks South of the town. And 
to the South as a background for the Belogradchik 
Rocks to follow the majestic rock coulisses of the Ved
ernishki-rid Ridge, and behind them, the high ridge of 
the Sveti-Nikola part of the Stara-planina Mountains, 
often veiled in clouds. 

And exactly in the stone folds of this beautiful 
rock massif, the Belogradchik fortress has been nest
ed since unknown times. 
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The Belogradchik fortress 

As early as in the 5th - 6th centuries AD an ancient 
fortification was built over the highest terrace of the 
rock massif called "First plate". It guarded the near
by road from the Danube port Ratsiaria through the 
Balkan passes to Nish and Rome and transfer a mili
tary information .It had emitting smoke in daytime, or 
with fire in night or powerful drums, in fog. A stair
case of 25 steps leads to the fort that was surrounded 
by deep to 150 m abysses. 

Archaeological excavations exhibited large 
amounts of arrow points with three edges, spear 
points, fragments from pottery, iron nails and bronze 
coins from the 3rd to 6th centuries. Even now, you 
can observe on the "First plate" the digged out hol
lows for the beams at the base of buildings, and fur
rows that lead the rain water into a reservoir with a 
85 cubic metres capacity. 

The highest parts of the rock massif have been 
used again as a fortress and shelter in the Bulgarian 
Middle Ages,- mainly in the 13th and 14th centuries. 
In the second half of the 14th century, the Bulgarian 
ruler Tsar Ivan Alexander erected two walls (at 
Southeast and Northwest), and thus enlarged and 
made stronger the already existing fortifications, in
stalling also a garrison inside. The Belogradchik for
tress was second to his capital (Vidin) in importance 
in Northwest Bulgaria during his reign. 

In 1365, the Hungarian king Ludvig 1st invaded 
the Vidin kingdom, took Ivan Stratsimir as prisoner, 
and annexed his lands to Hungary. The Hungarian 
chronicist that related these events marked that three 
months after capturing Bdin (Vidin), in the begin
ning of June I 365, the other fortresses of the region 
were also taken, the fortress Fehervar (Belogradchik) 
included. A Hungarian garrison stayed in the fortress 
up to end ofthe short Hungarian rule (1369). In 1396 
the Turks captured also the Belogradchik fortress, 
and installed a small garrison that numbered 28 sol
diers in 1555. 

The mediaeval aspect of the fortress had been pre
served by the Turks up to the end of the 18th century, 
and only some minor repair has been made. Total res
toration and enlargement have been performed in 
1805 - 1837 in accordance to the modem (for that 
time) fortification requirements. Fortress walls 2.5 m 
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thick at the base and up to I 2 m high, have been 
erected under the supervision of French and Italian 
engineers. They formed the three fortress courtyards 
divided with mighty gateways, the gates being en
forced with iron strips and nails. The fortress had 
also three cannon platforms, three cannon embra
sures, 364 rifle embrasures, a flour mill and salt-mill. 
storehouses, armouries, arm workshops, stables, etc. 
The fortress had external and local piping, the local 
water source being a well in the middle courtyard, 
and two reservoirs in the citadel for rain and snow 
waters. The old reservoir was also in use. 

A particular importance for the fortifications of 
the fortress was given to the external defence belt 
that consisted of a rampart and a fosse. The rampart 
was built with big baskets (crates) full of stone and 
soil, and large and thick stakes. Thus, the fortress 
was a solid defence construction. 

Two marble plates with inscriptions in Turkish 
and Bulgarian were installed on the main gateway 
for to perpetuate the names of the rulers who made 
the fortress reconstruction: the sultan Mahmud 2nd 
and the Vidin pasha Hyussein. Today, only the 
watch-rooms and the underground premises are pre
served. 

The Belogradchik fortress played an important 
part in suppressing the uprisings for a national liber
ation in the years 1806, 1821, 1831, 1836, 1841, 
1848, and the strongest one, in 1850. Then, in the 
westernmost premises, seven most distinguished cit
izens of Belogradchik have been severely tortured 
and put to death. A monument was erected in 1907. 

The Turkish garrison surrendered the fortress on 
25.02.1878. 

The last pages in the history of the fortress were 
written during the Serbian - Bulgarian war of 1885. 

The Belogradchik fortress has been declared a cul
ture monument in 1958. 
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